The influence of drugs and disease activity on biochemical and haematological data in rheumatoid arthritis.
Biochemical and haematological data from 218 patients with rheumatoid arthritis were analysed and compared with data from a reference hospital population. The comparison demonstrated significant differences in several biochemical and haematological tests and that the patterns of change are different between males and females. The data were also analysed by conventional statistical methods and discriminant analysis using a computer to establish which tests were most influenced by the activity of the disease and drug therapy. The results obtained demonstrate marked difference between groups of patients with different disease activity or receiving different drugs. The discriminant analysis also identified those tests which differentiate these groups most effectively.